Plasmoquine has suffered, as so many valuable drugs have suffered in the past, from the over-enthusiasm of its champions. Ridiculous claims of its efficacy were made, it was administered in dangerous and unnecessarily large doses, and, most serious of all, its activities were misdirected; it was used as a specific in the treatment of the malarial attack, a role in which it is much inferior to quinine, as on the asexual forms of Plasmodium falciparum it has practically no action at all.
There seems to be little doubt that the administration of plasmoquine and quinine will produce a more rapid disappearance of the parasites?whatever the species?from the blood of malarial patients, than either drug separately, and Sinton has shown that given in comparatively large doses plasmoquine alone will produce a much higher permanent-cure rate in benign tertian infection than quinine alone and that by the addition of quinine an almost cent-per-cent permanent cure can be expected; these results compare very favourably with the 30 per cent, permanent-cure rate of the cinchona alkaloids. To produce these high cure rates the doses have to be comparatively large, and toxic symptoms are not unknown, so that at present it is advisable that in these THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE. [Nov., 1931. doses the drug should only be used under careful medical supervision. 
